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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 0 1 HAMILT 00281 0 1 1 7 15Z 

ACTION SCSE-00 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO SCA-01 L-03 DHA-02 /019W 

026874 011732Z/43 

P 011612Z JUN 77 

FM AMCONSUL HAMILTON 

TO SECSTATE WASHINGTON DC 2442 

UNCLAS HAMILTON 281 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: CARR 

SUBJECT: LEGAL REPRESENTATION AVAILABLE TO AMERICANS ARRESTED 
ABROAD 

REF: STATE 147704 

A. THERE IS NO "PUBLIC DEFENDER" SYSTEM IN BERMUDA BUT THERE 
IS PROVISION FOR LEGAL AID IN CRIMINAL CASES FOR ANYONE WHO IS 
UNABLE TO FUND PRIVATE COUNSEL. 

B. YES, BY APPLICATION TO THE COURT, WHICH WILL AUTHORIZE 
LEGAL AID IF THE APPLICANT IS FOUND TO LACK SUFFICIENT RESOURCES. 

C. IN BERMUDA ALL THE LEGAL OFFICES MAKE THEMSELVES 
AVAILABLE FOR LEGAL AID CASES. WHILE THE MOST EXPERIENCED 

OFFICE MEMBERS WOULD NOT ORDINARILY APPEAR IN LEGAL AID CASES, THE 
QUALITY OF LEGAL ASSISTANCE COULD BE CHARACTERIZED AS MORE THAN 
ADEQUATE. 
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